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Daughter of Deepa

The one who doesn’t know how to love himself will surely fail to love others. You
can enjoy the magic of love only when you learn to love. We should adore our
self in the best possible way. When one feels good with oneself, life becomes
happy and enjoyable.

Loving yourself is possible only when the short coming and weakness are
accepted in the right spirit. You may be short or black, yet don’t be
disheartened.Accepted, what nature has given you and believe that you are a
unique creation of God. Can you believe that you are a unique creation of God,
that you are found of the whole universe but here where you are.

The nightingale is happy because she knows that her sound is sweet. Kiwi thinks
that no one diver better than her. And an owl feels happiness in the darkest how
of the night when no one can see him and he can see everybody. In short, your
happiness lies in your ability to spot out your power and love yourself.
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Once upon a time, in a vast Kingdom there lived a wise and humble king. The king
was happy except for one thing — he had no children. After fifteen years he had a
daughter. He loved her so much, gave her everything she wanted and always made
her happy. One day the princes fell ill. The King called doctors from different places
to cure his daughter. But none could save her.

The king was sad and unhappy. He brought many hermits to being his daughter
back to life. The hermits was afraid to disobey the king and when the hermits failed
the King executed them. One day the King want to sleep early and in his dream his
daughter came to him and said “ father when you lost me you fell so sad think how
the hermits family felt. | will always be with you in your heart”, saying this princes
left. The King woke up with a stant and soon understood his mistake. If we keep on
being sad above the loss in life will have no time to enjoy all the happiness.
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Story

The Sunris
Aparna B

Daughter of Babida

“When was the last time you did something
for the first time?” Aahi asked him. It was 3 in
the morning. She was on top of Moula Ali hill
with her friends. Some one thousand five
hundred kilometres away, at the o 'isend of
the phone, Ehit sounded irritated. “That’s why
you called?” “Do you know where | am now?”

She sounded excited. “No”, he said pIainIy

i*g in this world whic
ot even the irritated
 her best friend.
other end, he was genuinely happy f¢
her. He knew what this meant to her. But
didn’t show that. He simply said, “So what’
the big deal in this? I've done this humerous
times.” He gained an unusual pleasure in
irritating her and picking up random fights
and he was good at it too. “You know it's
different.” Her tone was slightly defensive. He
broke into a smile. He had succeeded in his
venture. Now all he had to do was play it cool
until she develops this into a fight. But for
some reason, she decided to drop it. Instead,
she said, “I feel like writing but | don’t have a
book or pen.”
Slightly disappointed at his failure, he said,
“Well you could make an inscription.”
“That was a lame joke. You know-*



She was interrupted by Aghigh and Estaah. They were singing ‘Lost on you’ on the
top of their lungs.

“You know what, I'll call you later. Bye.” She cut the call as he started laughing.
She looked around. Raine was vlogging. “As you can see Aghigh and Estaah are
singing, Aahi is making a call and Evanah is sleeping”, and she went on to talk
about the view from the hilltop. Evanah was sleeping peacefully. She looked like a
peanut under those blankets.

A few hours ago they were partying in their hostel room. When they were
dancing to ‘S&M’, Estaah came up with this brilliant idea. “Wait, why don’t we go
to Moula Ali?” The other girls looked at her. “That would be great!” exclaimed
Aahi. She was actually growing tired of the party. She has been wanting to visit
Moula Ali hill since day one. She said, “It’s just 1:00 am. If we leave in an hour we
can relax there until sunrise. Also, Evanah is going back in two days and we all
know that our well-planned trips are never going to happen.” This was it, her
most awaited adventure after gaining relaxation from the leash she was on all
these years. Everybody seemed to agree that this was the best idea ever. Aahi
waited for them to wind up the party, but her friends were in no hurry. She asked
them whether she could book the cab, every now and then. Despite her
reminding them of their plans in between their drinks, she couldn’t succeed in
persuading them to even get out of the room. She began to feel that this was not
going to happen. Raine, the only other person who was sober, seemed to guess
what was wrong. She motivated Aahi for one last try and together they forced
the three girls into getting dressed. By the time the cab arrived, they were all
ready for the night’s adventure.

The Ola driver looked at them suspiciously. They looked back at him with equal
intensity and on a mutual understanding of suspicions, they got in. Once inside
the cab, too reluctant to turn off the party mode, Estaah and Aghigh started
singing along with the songs from the tablet in the backseat. The rhythmic
shaking of their heads and the occasional remarks made on the songs and the
cab driver’s reliability was entertaining. Raine was in the front seat, glancing at
the driver occasionally. She had a strong intuition that the guy was growing tired
of them. Suddenly the music stopped and a message asking for a subscription to
continue flashed on the screen. This shifted their attention entirely from the
screen to the cab driver. They were disappointed that he did not have a
subscription. Unstoppable, Estaah played music on her phone. It might be the
guy's glance at the girls in the backseat, which was kind of creepy, that triggered
what happened next. “He is kidnapping us,” Aghigh remarked casually in between
her moves. They were conversing in Malayalam until then. But this particular
remark was in English, plain and loud. Aahi and Raine looked at each other, both
fearing the obvious. However, the guy didn't seem to mind and they were
relieved when the ride came to an end.



It was nice to be up here. One could see the whole city. The tiny dots of light were
spread as far as your eyes could see. After taking in the mesmerizing view, she
tried taking pictures. Her non-existing photography skills with the combined
effect of her phone’s poor camera did not seem to meet her needs. She sent a few
of the clicks to Ehit. After all, he was the expert. He texted back immediately. As
she expected, he was disappointed. He began texting her on how to get good
pictures of the view with a phone camera as bad as hers. Using the ‘online’
tutorial hacks she tried clicking a lot of pictures. It was difficult to understand
what he was trying to convey via texts. It would have been better if he could
show her how to do it. She was spamming his inbox with every single click she
took to know whether she was getting there. Ehit sent her samples of the
pictures he took so that she might understand what he was saying. She was
trying to make sense of what he was explaining. She liked it when he explained to
her about things which she doesn’t know. She was never ashamed of letting him
know how ignorant she was about certain things which were expected to be
known by everyone. The explanations and trials went on for an hour. By the time
Ehit went to sleep, Aahi had clicked some decent pictures.

After growing tired of taking pictures, she stood looking at the view stretched out
in front. Their University was somewhere there, lost in the sea of city lights. She
tried to locate it in vain. She was afraid of heights. Her heart was still knocking
hard on her ribs to be let out. When she realised how close to the edge she was,
she felt that familiar feeling under her feet. Her hands began sweating and she
hastily moved backwards. She joined the others. Raine had brought some rotis
and peanut butter. They were grateful for that as all of them were hungry. Aahi
looked at Aghigh and Estaah. They were her roommates. Those two women were
the prime reason why she was there. She was the youngest and naivest among
them. They literally took care of her, despite the short period of time they've
been together. Raine came in later and took the choice to stay. Together the four
of them made quite a team. Evanah, Estaah’s sister, had come to stay with them
for a week.

With their tummies full, they sat down to enjoy the view before getting up and
partying again. They clicked a lot of pictures together, took sneaky pictures of
each other and filmed their worst moments. They danced to their favourite
numbers and sang along with LP, Rihanna and Lady Gaga. They were alone on the
hill. Nobody came in to interrupt their joy. They were so immersed in having fun
that they missed the first rays of the rising sun. Once they realised that, the
rising sun took all the attention away from the photoshoots and songs. By an
unspoken agreement, silence prevailed.

Aahi sat down at the edge of the hill. She closed her eyes and felt the warmth of
the rays. It was not the first sunrise she was witnessing, yet this one was special.
All those years when she felt chained didn't matter anymore. After the
excitement of their night-time adventure, she felt a peace come over her.
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Life holds the fiction of evictions
My mind is a depiction of many infliction
At times, | feel to come out of these restrictions
and fill my heart with beautiful reflections.

In that | could see my heart,
with unrolled petals in red and
& many craters with dreadful cliques.
k my eyes is the alluring beauty but what hit my mind is the irksome
: cliques.
alized how the beautiful reflections got dre
in a pool of discontent.

Whom s_h.oiil'

.As men always fall
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Story Nirjara Devi S

Daughter of Sreejith Wayanad

SOLACE IN THE
MOUNTAINS

| wanted to scream, but | couldn’t, they wouldn’t let me.....

| woke up startled by the blaring noises. “Stupid traffic” my Dad
muttered under his breath “At this rate we will never reach there before nightfall.” My Mom
turned towards me from the front seat and asked if | was okay. | nodded once, but I still
couldn’t meet her eyes.

‘Being Ok’ was an understatement and this trip in the hope to make
me feel ‘normal’ again was pointless , just pointless....I wanted to sleep peacefully again, for
once at least but even after one year since it happened | couldn’t , the image was still fresh
in my memory and the nightmares always the same. No | won’t sleep, | said to myself and
looked out the window.

After almost three hours of driving we finally reached. | took my
backpack and stepped out of the car. “Isn’t the air up here ten times fresher than the air in
the city?” my mother exclaimed. | ignored her and went to find my cabin. Of course | loved
the mountains and the fresh air....or at least | used to, nothing was the same after that
incident.

I wanted to forget it and move on but no matter how hard | tried it was impossible
to forget. | still remembered every single detail, even the smell...especially the smell....and
how the room reeked...

| fought the tears and pushed open the cabin door, flung my bag to a corner of the room and
crashed into the bed. | refused to come out of my cabin for 2 days. My mother tried to call
me a hundred times but all her attempts were in vain. The third day | decided to take a stroll.
As | was absentmindedly making my way to the peak of the mountain, | stopped abruptly in
front of an old lady.




She slowly drew near me and before | could realise what she
was doing she clasped my hands in hers, closed her eyes for a minute and muttered
something unintelligible.

Feeling annoyed and scared at the same time | turned to head back
to my cabin but she stopped me and handed to me a rock in the size of a football. |
struggled to hold it due to its weight and it stumbled from my hands bruising my palms.

The lady smiled at this and said, “Your pain and sufferings is like that rock burdened with
distress, unless you don’t let go of your past your future will remain unclear”. | looked at
her with bewildered eyes and said “How did you ..?”But before | could complete my
question she walked past me into the mist and ceased to be visible.

After a moment | realised that | was standing at the peak of the mountain
but the mist made it impossible to discern anything. A little later the mist started to clear
and | saw the exhilarating panorama. Standing there gazing at the landscape the wise words
of the old lady slowly sank in. For the first time in many months | breathed peacefully. | had
finally found solace.i P i

Painti by the author




Me day

Meril Rose Jalson

Daughter of Jalson Jacob

earned for music :
‘The celestial bodies performed a concert
| yearned for light

They twinkled with a sparkling light

| flew through the sky like a shooting siaby=—
| don’t play by the rules of the game

It's my life

It’s my rules

It's impassive...
Why did the stars litter the ground with
candies,

| wondered yawning

| asked them to show the spectacle of space

| heard a feeble voice

“Get up sweetie and shine like a morning star®,
That was my little big dream...
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